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This course guide has been prepared months in advance of the 
1979/80 academic year, and information contained herein is subject 
to change. 


Students are advised not to purchase any texts without the 
approval of the department or professor concerned. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies are 
grounded in religious traditions of the world. Through religions, 
humans have variously attempted to connect their life patterns with 

some ultimate views of reality. To understand diverse cultures of 

the world, it is important to try to comprehend the religious traditions 
which inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the areas 

of world religions, ethical issues and religions and culture. We offer 
introductory courses in World Religions, the History of Judaism and 
Understanding Religion. We also have courses which focus on particular 
religious traditions (Modern Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism 

and Buddhism) and on particular topics (Women and Religion, Contemporary 
Ethical Issues, Religion and Literature, Magic and Myth, Classical 
¥mages of Man, Comparative Religious Ethics, and Jewish Mysticism). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in Religion 
and in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours programs, the 
Department of Religion offers several graduate programs: a Diploma 

in Theological Religious and Ethical Studies (together with the 
Philosophy and Theology Departments), an M.A. in the History and 
Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in 
Religion in which students focus either on Comparative Ethics or 
Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The department believes that every Major or Honours student in 

Religion should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at 

least two major religious traditions. For example, the student who 

is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies should take at least one or 

two courses in a religious tradition other than Judaism. This basic 
principle reinforces the emphasis upon the centrality of the discipline 
of the History of Religions. A particular religious tradition can be 
best understood in the context of the general religious history of 
mankind. 


SEMINARS AND READING COURSES 


The Department of Religion has designed a series of seminar-reading 
courses, Religion 491-498. Each year at least one of these courses will 
be offered in a special subject related to an area of research presently 
being conducted by one of the faculty members. However, other seminars 
might result from suggestions by students that a subject of their interest 
which is not normally offered, be taught. 


The seminar slots might also be used as “reading courses" for a student 
wio wishes to pursue a programme of independent study; in such a case the 
student would develop an adequate bibliography and would read under the 
guidance of a faculty member. Finally, for a few exceptional students, 
these courses will be used to integrate undergraduate programmes with 
graduate programmes. 


EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the 
relation of particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and 
changing culture of our society, it is often no longer possible or 

necessary to tie at least the first university degree to vocational training. 
The Department of Religion then, sees its prime function in this broader 
context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the 
undergraduate for further education leading to teaching in religion at 

the high school, CEGEP or university level. A bachelors degree in Religion 
could also be of benefit for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, 
law, civil service and other fields for which a Humanities education is 
needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in Religion with 
the highest grade-point average. The award is named after the first chairman 
of the Department of Religion at Sir George Williams University. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All hold degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent the best 
academic centers for the study of religion in Canada, the United States, 

Great Britain and Europe. Several have published books that have made a 
contribution to their particular fields of study; all have published in 

learned journals and have given papers at learned societies. They have 

also won the reputation among their students for being good teachers, concerned 
about the quality of instruction at Concordia University, as well as for being 
a faculty that is "available" and is committed to the development of a more 
meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 


Professors 


Charles Davis, $.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) 
Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) 
Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 


Associate Professors 
Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 


David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
John Rossner, S.T.M. (McGill) 


Assistant Professors 


Mervin Hanson, M.A. (University of Saskatchewan) 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown University) 

Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (University of California, Santa Barbara) 
Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 


Special Appointments 
Howard Joseph, B.A. M.H.L. (Yeshiva) 


Advisors Undergraduate Program 
David Miller - Religion and Judaic Studies Telephone: 879-7252 


Legend 


Courses with numbers ending in /3 are 6-credit courses. 
A course ending in /2 is a 3-credit course, first term. 
A course ending in /4 is a 3-credit course, second term. 
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Religion C211/3 (6 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


This year we will be investigating the nature and meaning of religion by 

examining "personal documents", that is, diaries, journals, memoirs, 

and autobiographies of religious people. To aid us in understanding these 

documents some classical models of psychological interpretation will be 

utilized, including the insights of Freud and Jung. Focal points of our 

study include: 

(a) ways in which being religious differentiates some men and women from 
others, 

(b) differences between Freudian and Jungian interpretations of religious 
experience, 


(c) "self-concepts" which seem to have dominance in selected personal documents , 


(d) the relationship between the dynamics of the religious life and societal 
change, 

(e) similarities and differences between the ways that religious men 
understand themselves and the self-understanding of religious women, 

(f) the relationship between religious experience and psychological 
‘abnormality’, 

(g) and ways in which models of religious formation both differ and coalesce 
jn eastern and western religious traditions. 


Requirements : 


It is essential that students follow the outline of the readings for 

each week. Class discussion will be the primary method of investigation and 
significant questions will only be raised and answered through the active 
participation of all. There will be a term paper and a take-home examination 
for each term. For the term paper students will be asked to select personal 
documents from a religious person not treated in class and to illuminate and 
analyze the religious development of the selected individual. The paper 
should be approximately ten to fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested 
subjects as well as a more detailed statement of the assignment will be handed 
out at a later time. The take-home examinations will be handed out toward 
the end of each term. They will ask for careful reflection on some of the 
issues that have arisen in class during the preceeding weeks. 


Book List: 


Capps & Capps, eds., The Religious Personality 
J. Campbell, The Hero With a Thousand Faces 
Erik Erikson, Young Man Luther 

M. Gandhi, An Autobiography 

St. Theresa, My Life 


6. 


Religion C€213/3 (6 credits) Te The, 10215-1130 
M\JOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 


Professor David Miller 


After a brief introduction to the study of religion, the course will focus 
upon the Hindu and the Buddhist religious traditions with three weeks 
given to the consideration of Islam, Judaism and Christianity will be 
briefly characterized since it is assumed that most students will already 
have some knowledge of the Judaeo-Christian tradition. Students wishing a 
more in-depth study of Judaism and/or Christianity“S¥e ‘é¥érred to: 
Religion C211 or C222; Religion C313; or Religion 2361 or C362. 


The principal aim of the course is to provide the student with an 
historical and comparative overview of the major living religious traditions 
of the world. Considerable use will be made of films and slides, and 
whenever possible, guest speakers, representing the religious traditions to 
be studied, will be presented. 


Book List: 


Robert Baird and Alfred Bloom, Indian and Far Eastern Religions 
*Janet and T. O'Dea and Charles Adams, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
*Rudolf Otto, The Idea of the Holy 

Huston Smith, The Forgotten Truth: The Primordial Tradition 


Requirements: 


One in-class examination at the end of the lectures on Hinduism 
One short paper, covering Smith's The Forgotten Truth, due at the 
beginning of the second term. 
One take-home examination issued at the end of the lectures on Buddhism. 
One research paper, dealing with Judaism, Christianity and Islam due 
at the end of the second term. Note: Any student who does not fulfill 
this requirement on time, must take a written examination during 
Final Examination Period. 
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Religion C222/3 (6 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM: A HISTORICAL (Saidye Bronfman Centre) 
SURVEY OF JUDAISM FROM THE BIBLICAL AGE TO 

THE BEGINNING OF THE MODERN PERIOD 


Does a historical survey of the religion of the Jewish people allow one 

to define an enduring phenomenon called "Judaism", or must one speak 

of numerous "Judaisms"? This is the central problem addressed in the course. 
In attempting an answer to our question we examine and compare diverse modes 
of the religion of the Jews from biblical times to the dawn of modernity. 

Of interest is the relationship of each of the various expressions of Judaism 
to its antecedent and contemoorary forms. Topics considered include Israelite 
religion before 586 B.C., modes of Judaism during the Second Commonwealth, 

the religion of the Dead Sea Community, the structure of classical Rabbinic 
Judaism and Jewish Philosophy and Mysticism in the Medieval Period. 


Book List: 


J. Katz, Tradition and Crisis 


J. Neusner, The Life of Torah 


J. Neusner, The Way of Torah — 


J. Neusner, There We Sat Down 


J. Neusner, Understanding Rabbinic Judaism 


Requirements : 


Active participation in class and completion of assigned readings are expected. 
Students will submit a short paper each term, and take-home final examination 
will be given. 


8. 


Religion C301/2 (3 credits) Wed. Fri. 10:15-11:30 (Day) 
THE HEBREW BIBLE Mon. 18:05-20:10 (Eve) 


TBA (Day); Professor Howard Joseph (Eve) 


The course examines the Biblical literature in terms of some of the important 
ways of gaining insight into this unique book. The Bible will be read as 

ancient Israel's recollection of and reflection upon her past and present, the 
foundation of which is her covenant with God. The origins and history of the 
Israelite nation will be studied, as well as the methods and results of modern 
Biblical Scholarship. Finally, the student will have the opportunity to confront 
some of the major religious and philosophical questions that come to life in the 
Hebrew Bible. 


Book List: 


John Bright, A History of Israel, The Westminster Press 
Abraham Heschel, The Prophets, Vol. I, Harper Torchbook 


Requirements : 


The students will be expected to gain an understanding of the historical and 
methodological material, as well as showing an ability to seriously struggle 
with the religious and philosophical issues. A mid-term (after six weeks) and 
a take-home final examination will be given. 


Religion C302/4 (3 credits) Wed. Fri. 10:15-11:30 (Day) 
THE NEW TESTAMENT Mon. 18:05-20:10 (Eve.) 


Professor Michel Despland (Day and Eve.) 


An introduction to the methods and results of contemporary New Testament 
scholarship; a critical survey of New Testament literature considering historical 
setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. Attention is 
given to the central issues and concepts portrayed in the Synoptic, Johannine 
and Pauline writings and their importance in the subsequent development of the 
Western religious tradition. 


To this I add that in reading the New Testament you may perhaps hear the gospel, 
which being good news, is that which answers the most important question. It is, 
of course, impossible to see this unless one has first come to ask the question. 
The course will teach a variety of ways of looking at the New Testament in order 
to learn all kinds of serious things, al] of which may miss the question. The 
ways of looking can be taught; the question cannot. 


Book List: 
R.A. Spivey and D.M. Smith, Anatomy of the New Testament: A Guide to its 


Structure and Meaning, second edition. 
The Bible (The New English Bible or the Revised Standard Version) 


9. 


Religion C311/3 (6 credits) Tues. Thurs. 11:45-13:00 
THE RELIGIONS OF INDIA, CEYLON AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Professor David Miller 


The principal aim of this course is to introduce students to Hindu thought, 
mythology and religious institutions. Special attention will be given to 

the role of the guru as the key transmitter of Hindu tradition. Toward the 
end of the course several lectures will consider the interaction of Buddhism, 
Islam and Christianity with Hinduism and the expansion of Buddhism into 
Southeast Asia. 


Book List: 


Eliot Deutsch, Advaita Vedanta: A Philosophical Reconstruction 
Franklin Edgerton, the Bhagava Bhagavad Gita 

Christopher Isherwood, Ramakrishna and His Disciples 

Swami Prabhavananda, The Spiritual Heritage of India 

Heinrich Zimmer, Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civilization 


Requirements: One in-class examination; one take-home examination; 
two, short research papers. 


Religion C313/3 (6 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
ISLAM 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The life of the Prophet Muhammad and the teaching of the Qur'an will be 

dealt with as an illuminating instance of charisma in action. The history 

of Islam will be dealt with thematically, i.e. the interactions of the Semitic 
and the Greek, and the impulses to order and to revolution. Islamic mystical 
poetry will be analyzed. The main characteristics of modernism will be 
discussed. 


Book List: 


The Qur'an 

Fazlun Rahman, Islam 

H.A.R. Gibb, Studies on the Civilization of Islam 
Z. Reza Arastel, Rumi, The Persian, The Sufi 


M. Iqbal, Poems from Iqbal 


Requirements: One in-class examination on the Qur'an. One term paper 
and one final take-home examination. 


10. 


Religion C327/4 (3 credits) Mon. Wed. 14:45-16:00 
MEDIEVAL JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS 


Instructor To Be Announced 


An introduction to the social, religious and intellectual history of 

Jewish communities in the Middle Ages. The focus of the course will be 

on the thirteenth century, treating: 

a) Some aspects of Jewish self-government and communal organization; 

b) The social background and basic tenets of Jewish mysticism as expressed 
in the Zohar; 

c) Jewish pietistic circles in 13th century Germany -- the teachings and influence 
of the Hasidei Ashkenaz; 

d) Jewish responses to persecution, expulsions and massacres: the ideology of 
martyrdom and messianic movements. 


Book List: To Be Announced 


Requirements: To Be Discussed 


Religion C328/2 (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT & INSTITUTIONS I: 
1780-1880 


Instructor To Be Announced 


A survey of the social and intellectual events which have shaped the 

modern period in Jewish history. Topics include: emancipation and the 

emergence of the Jewish problem; the themes of integration and assimilation, 
Jewish identity and Jewish survival; the French Revolution, Napoleon and 

the Jews; changes in the structure of the Jewish community; social and religious 
movements, including the Haskalah movement, Hasidism, the Science of Judaism, 
the Reform movement, the Musur movement and Neoorthodoxy. Particular attention 
will be given to the interaction between European social, political, economic 
and intellectual developments and corresponding developments within the 

Jewish community. 


Book List: To Be Announced 


Requirements: To Be Discussed 


11. 


Religion C329/4 (3 credits) Monday 20:25-22:30 
SEPHARDIC JUDAISM 


Rabbi Howard Joseph 


A critical analysis of the religious and cultural traditions peculiar to 
Sephardic Judaism. Emphasis will be placed on the development of Judaism 
in Islamic societies and the impact of Spanish Jewish culture on all Middle 
Eastern Jewry, especially North Africa. 


Book List: 


Goitein, Jews and Arabs 
Chouraqui, Between East and West 


Ashtor, The Jews of Moslem Spain 
Baer, The Jews of Christian Spain 


and other readings 


Requirements: 


To Be Discussed 


Religion C330/4 (3 credits) Wednesday 18:05-20:10 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT & INSTITUTIONS II 
1880-present 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


The course will focus on the continuing struggle of the modern Jew to 

find solutions to the problems that arose from the breakdown of the traditional 
society during the Emancipation. Another focus will be the change in direction 
that took place in modern Jewish consciousness in the face of modern Nationalism 
and Anti-Semitism. Formative events such as the rise of Zionism, the Holocaust, 
and the establishment of the State of Israel will be examined. Modern Jewish 
thinkers like Rosenzweig, Buber, Kaplan, Heschel and others will be discussed 

in light of both modern religious man's quest for self-understanding and the 
attempt of the Jewish individual and community to find a meaningful place 

in the modern world. 


Book List: 


A. Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea 
F, Rosenzweig, Franz Rosenzweig: His Life and Thought, ed. Glatzer 


N. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History 


Additional xeroxed materials of an autobiographical nature. 


Requirements : 


Final take-home examination and term paper. 


13 


Religion €331/2 (3 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: PERSONAL 


Professor Frederick Bird 


In this course students will consider a number of contemporary ethical 
dilemmas dealing with personal issues. After initially reviewing approaches 
to moral dilemmas, the course will consider a number of issues related to the 
goal/problem of achieving personal integrity in a world of relative moral 
standards: such as, problems of self-deception, contrasting notions of 
individualism, the role of privacy, the relations between work and leisure, 
and the stages of moral development. Next the course will review several 
issues related to interpersonal relations including standards for truth-telling, 
problems of servility, the ethics of friendship and family life and sexual 
ethics. Finally, the course will consider several topics on the relations 
between medicine, therapy and individual crises, including issues related 

to abortion, dependency. The course will focus on these issues but will 
review the major responses of religious and philosophical theories in relation 
to these dilemmas. 


Book List: 


Charles Davis, Body As Spirit 
Wasserstrom, Contemporary Moral Issues 


Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents 

Selected Readings including: Bonhoeffer, "Telling the Truth" 
Aristotle, "On Friendship" 
Fingarette, "Self-Deception" 
Kohlberg, "Moral Development" 
Selections from "Persuasion and Healing" 
Curran "Conscience" 


Religion C332/4 (3 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: SOCIAL 


Professor Frederick Bird 


In this course students will consider a number of contemporary ethical 

dilemmas dealing with societal issues. Such dilemmas include the problems 

of hunger, the relations between law and morality, the rise and limits of the 
welfare state, the changing status of labor, standards for distributive justice, 
as well as the rights, opportunities and obligations for individuals in 
contemporary, mass, urbanized societies. While considering these issues, 

the course will review various religious and philosophical approaches to 

these problems. 


Book List: 


Wasserstrom, Contemporary Moral Issues 

Berger, To Empower the People 

Sennett, The Uses of Disorder 

UlHaq, The Poverty Curtain, Choices for the Third World 

Selected Readings from: Rawls, theory of Justice; Niebuhr, Applied Christianity; 


Nozick, State and Anarchy 


There will be 2 take-home exams. 
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Religion C333/2 (3 credits) T. Th. 13:15-14:30 
WOMEN AND RELIGION 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The emphasis will be on selected problems from the history of religion 

which may help illuminate understanding of the complex interrelationship 
between religion and sexuality. The focus will be on the ancient Mediterranean 
and Greece with the Greek plays as the primary source. Topics discussed 

will include menstruation taboos, fertility-power and threat, the mother 
goddess, the dying king and the wildness of the Maenads. 


Book List: 


W. Otto, The Homeric Gods 
Mary Renault, The King Must Die 


Philip Slater, The Glory of Hera 
Any edition of the works of Euripides, Aeschylus or Aristophanes 
Requirements: 


An in-class examination will be given on The King Must Die. Each student 
must be prepared to discuss one play in class. A final take-home examination 
will be given. 


Religion C334/4 (3 credits) T.Th. 13:15-14:30 
WOMEN AND RELIGION 


Professor Sheila McDonough 


The emphasis will be on Judaism and Christianity. There will be a full 
discussion of the various ideas about women's ultimate fate and earthly role 
as presented in the Jewish and Christian scriptures. The Talmud, the early 
fathers, the Reformation and the modern period will also be considered. 

Some reference will be made to other world religions. 


Book List: 


R. Ruether, ed., Religion and Sexism 


R. Ruether, Liberation Theology 
Mary Daly, The Church and the Second Sex 


Requirements: 


One term paper and one final examination. 


16. 


Religion C341/3 (6 credits) Thurs. 18:05-20:10 (Eve. 
RELIGION AND LITERATURE only) 


Professor Charles Davis 


The course deals with questions raised for the study of religion by works 

of literature. An account will be given of the recent development of inter- 
disciplinary studies in religion and literature and of the problems of method 
that have arisen. The relation between the interpretation of religious 
language, with its use of myth, parable, symbol and metaphor, and literary 
criticism will be explored. The religious implications, direct and indirect, 
of selected literary works will be discussed. 


Book List: 


A. Works of Criticism: 
Vernon Ruland, Horizons of Criticism: An Assessment of Religious-Literary 
Options. 
Dan Otto Via, Jr., The Parables: Their Literary and Existential Dimension 
John Dominic Crossan, The Dark Interval: Towards a Theology of Stor 


William F. Lynch, Christ and Prometheus: A New Image of the Secular 


B. Literary Works: 
Wil Tian Golding, Pincher Martin and The Spire 
Flannery O'Connor, Wise Blood, The Violent Bear It Away, A Good Man is Hard 

To Find 

C.S. Lewis, Till We Have Faces 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, Poems 
Thomas Hardy, Jude the Obscure 
Harold Pinter, The Birthday Party and The Caretaker 
Joseph Heller, Something Happened 
Wallace Stevens, The Palm at the End of the Mind 
John Updike, Couples 
Morley Callaghan, The Loved and the Lost 
Margaret Drabble, The Needle's Eye 


Requirements : 


One term paper and one take-home 
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Religion C362/3 (6 credits) T. Th. 14:45-16:00 (Day) 
QUESTIONS FROM THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION 


Professor Martha Saunders-Oppenheim 


A consideration of some of the major issues in Christian life and thought. 

In the first term the course will focus on the historical development of some 
of the principle Christian doctrines, especially the doctrine of Christ in the 
early Church; the understanding of sin, freedom and grace in Augustine, Aquinas, 
and the Reformation thinkers; the concept of the Church in medieval and 
Reformation Christianity. 


In the second term the emphasis will be on 19th and 20th century developments 
in Christian life and thought, and on the churches’ responses to contemporary 
problems. 


Book List: 


Bainton, Christendom, Vols. I & II 

Bettenson, Documents of the Christian Church 

Hillerbrand, The Protestant Reformation 

Niebuhr, Christ and Culture 

St. Augustine, Confessions 

Selected readings from a suggested bibliography relevant to topics to be discussed 


Requirements: 


One term paper and one take-home examination each term. 


18. 


Religion C363/3 (6 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION IN CANADA 


Professor David Rome 


This course outlines the major religious groups in Canada with emphasis upon 
their role in Canadian history. In particular, it will analyze the Quebec 
background, including the place of the churches in the development of the region, 
the development of their legal status, their mutual relationships and the part 
that they have been playing in the emergence of Quebec society. Among the 

topics also touched on are the ecumenical movement, the school systems, 
immigration, antisemitism, art. In the past guest lecturers have presented such 
aspects as the Indian religion and the Moslem. 


Book List: To Be Announced 


Requirements: 


Students will be encouraged to prepare paper (s) on related topics of their 
choice; guidance in developing these papers will be provided. 


apy 


Religion C364/3 (6 credits) Wed: 20:25-22:30 
MYTH, RITUAL AND MAGIC IN WESTERN CULTURE 


To Be Announced 


An historical study of the origins and development of esoteric beliefs 
and practices involving claims to paranormal spiritual and psychic powers or 
faculties of human beings in Western religion and culture. 


The course will survey the history of the so-called "magical" or "miraculous" 
elements in human religious experience from primitive to moder settings, through 
Egypt, India, Mesopotamia, Ancient Israel, Greece, and Rome, Early and Medieval 
Christianity, to the cults, sects, secret-societies and quasi-religious 

movements of the modern period. 


The various typologies of paranormal religious experience will be viewed 
phenomenologically in the light of both contemporary insights from psychical 
research and studies of myth and symbol. The course will explore the philosophical 
paradigms implicit in ancient and medieval occult traditions and relate these 

to the development of the classical Western Judeo-Christian religious tradition. 
These ancient paradigms will then be contrasted with those of the Age of Reason, 
the Enlightenment, and modern Secular Culture. 


Book List: 
Geoffrey Mishlove, The Roots of Consciousness 


Colin Wilson, The Occult: A History 
Morton Kelsey, God, Dreams, and Revelations 


Requirements: 


Regular class attendance and participation, assigned readings, one examination 
on the ideas and factual content of the course, and a research project on a 
subject relevant to the course and selected by the student. Research reports 
may be presented orally to the class or submitted to the instructor in standard 
term-paper format. 


20. 


Religion $480 
HONOURS ESSAY: Judaic Studies 


Prerequisite: Honours Students in Judaic Studies Only. 


This is a required course for all honours students. Students will study a 
Particular research topic in depth, will critically review existing studies, and 
produce an honours essay in relation to the student's topic area. The supervisor 
for this course will be selected by the undergraduate honours advisor in 
consultation with the student. 


Religion S48] 
HONOURS ESSAY: Religion 


Prerequisite: Honours Students in Religion Only. 


This is an optional course for all honours in religion students. Students will 
Study a particular research topic in depth, will critically review existing 
studies, and produce an honours essay in relation to the student's topic area. 
The supervisor for this course will be selected by the undergraduate honours 
advisor in consultation with the student. 


21. 


Religion C491/3 (6 credits) M. W. 13:15-14:30 
SPECIAL SEMINAR I: Death and Dying 


Professor Charles Davis 


In each society and in every epoch the problem of death takes a characteristic 
form and receives a characteristic solution. In our own society and time the 
problem is receiving renewed attention centred upon care for the terminally 

ill and study of the process of dying. While dealing with the problem of death 
in the form it takes in our present society, the course will widen out to study 
the myths and rituals by which men through the ages have met the fact that they 
must die. 


Book List: To Be Announced 

Requirements: To Be Discussed 

Religion C493/3 (6 credits) W. F. 11:45-13:00 
SPECIAL SEMINAR II: Buddhist Mysticism 

Professor Mervin Hanson 


Although the course will explore mysticism within the various Buddhist 
traditions and schools that developed in time in Asia, the focus of the course 
will be upon Tibetan Buddhism. The course will presuppose a background in 

the history of Buddhism. 


Book List: To Be Announced 


Requirements: To Be Discussed 


22, 
Religion C497/2 (3 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
TOPICS IN JEWISH HISTORY: 
Theological Reflections on the Holocaust 


Rabbi Howard Joseph 


A survey of Jewish and Christian theological responses to the Holocaust 
experience and what it signifies for issues of theology: theodicy - 

the problem of evil; suffering; the chosenness of Israel; Providence; and 
the concept of God and his relation to the course of human events. 


Book List: To Be Announced 


Requirements: To Be Announced 
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COURSES NOT OFFERED 1979/80 


Religion C201/3 (6 credits) 
CLASSICAL HEBREW jin 


A study of the language of the classical Hebrew texts. The course is 
designed as a preparation for reading the Hebrew Bible, but takes account 
of other texts. 


Religion C312/3 (6 credits) 
THE RELIGIONS OF CHINA AND JAPAN 


An historical study of the religious traditions of premodern China, Tibet 

and Japan. After a brief introduction to the origin of Buddhism in India, 

the course will focus upon the development of religious thought and institutions 
in Mahayana Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism and Shinto. The course will end 
with an analysis of the contemporary religious situation in China and Japan. 


Religion C325/ (3 credits) 
THE BIBLE AND THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST 


The significance of Old Testament institutions within the context of the 
ancient Mediterranean world. Law, covenant, writing, historiography, the 
relationship between man and God, sin, sacrifice and atonements will be dis- 
cussed. Readings from contemporary literature in translation (Babylonian, 
Egyptian, Greek, Hittite, Ugarite). 


Religion C326/ (3 credits) 
CLASSICAL JUDAISM 


The concepts and institutions of classical or ‘normative' Judaism, in the 
setting of the Hellenistic-Roman world. A conceptual approach to law, ethics, 
philosophy and culture of post-Biblical Judaism. Consideration will be given 

to sectarianism and sectarian movements (Samaritans, Dead Sea Scrolls) and their 
relationship to the major Jewish ‘Schools' (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes) and 
to the early Christian Church. 


Religion C361/3 (6 credits) 
STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 


An introduction to the classics of Christian thought from the Fathers to the 
modern period. Authors studied at length may vary from year to year, but 

jn any case students will acquire a basic knowledge of Augustine, Aquinas, 
Luther and Calvin. 


Religion C401/ (3 credits) 
ADVANCED STUDIES IN CLASSICAL JEWISH TEXTS 


This course will be based on representative readings from Biblical, post- 
Biblical and mediaeval Hebrew literature. It will concentrate on specific 
topics and will pay attention to the historical and philosophical background 
of the texts. 


